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Directorôs Report June, July, August 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 June 2018 June 2019 

Childrenôs books and magazines 3637 2718 

Childrenôs media 259 217 

Adult books and periodicals 3441 3486 

Adult media  1787 1982 

eContent (new Hoopla monthly 

limit:  4 per mo. ¼ of previous 

limits)  

1485 1212 

Young adult books 669 628 

Microfilm use 47 39 

Reference Questions 1965 1348 

Computer Assistance at 

Reference  

725 1062 

Adult Internet Usage 2193 2078 

Childrenôs Internet, iPad, Game 

Computers, Word Processing 

Usage 

1215 923 

JPLôs wireless usage (reports from 

our routers, hand devices too) 

2348 2861 

Childrenôs program attendance, 

includes guitar classes/concert, 

and class visits 

880 Programs:484 

Outreach:1665 

Total: 2149 

Adult and teen program 

attendance 

(Library & Community) 

440 Adult: 339 

Teen: 8 

Community:111 

Total: 458 

Young Adults Programs, incl. 

Outreach 

917 Programs: 8 

Outreach: 900 

Total: 908 

Electronic Door Counter 15,887 17,956 
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 July 2018 July 2019 

Childrenôs books and magazines 5340 5428 

Childrenôs media 307 416 

Adult books and periodicals 3775 3803 

Adult media  2120 2203 

eContent (new Hoopla monthly 

limit:  4 per mo. ¼ of previous 

limits)  

1283 1416 

Young adult books 630 851 

Microfilm use 106 16 

Reference Questions 1918 1507 

Computer Assistance at 

Reference  

680 1034 

Adult Internet Usage 1981 2338 

Childrenôs Internet, iPad, Game 

Computers, Word Processing 

Usage 

1186 1467 

JPLôs wireless usage (reports from 

our routers, hand devices too) 

2601 3073 

Childrenôs program attendance, 

includes class visits 

798 Programs: 844 

Outreach: 202 

Total: 1046 

Adult and teen program 

attendance 

(Library & Community) 

656 Adult: 216 

Teen: 274 

Outreach: 635 

Total: 1125 

Young Adults Programs, incl. 

Outreach 

372 Programs: 274 

 

Electronic Door Counter 16,213 16,034 
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Newsletter links for September: 
 
 
Adults ï  https://conta.cc/31HfyNj 
Teens ï  https://conta.cc/31OPH6i 
Childrenôs ï https://conta.cc/31vFNX8 
Friends of the Library - https://conta.cc/31M7b36 

 

 August 2018 August 2019 

Childrenôs books and magazines 4505 3858 

Childrenôs media 326 429 

Adult books and periodicals 3893 3758 

Adult media  2244 2129 

eContent (new Hoopla monthly 

limit:  4 per mo. ¼ of previous 

limits)  

1389 Not yet available 

Young adult books 625 549 

Microfilm use 141 28 

Reference Questions 1793 1443 

Computer Assistance at 

Reference  

678 995 

Adult Internet Usage 2341 2541 

Childrenôs Internet, iPad, Game 

Computers, Word Processing 

Usage 

1439 1312 

JPLôs wireless usage (reports from 

our routers, hand devices too) 

2446 3200 

Childrenôs program attendance, 

includes class visits 

522 Programs: 254 

Outreach: 135 

Total: 389 

Adult and teen program 

attendance 

(Library & Community) 

504 Adult:  

Teen: 176 

Total:  

Young Adults Programs, incl. 

Outreach 

129 Programs: 176 

Total: 176 

Electronic Door Counter 16,101 15,849 

https://conta.cc/31HfyNj
https://conta.cc/31OPH6i
https://conta.cc/31vFNX8
https://conta.cc/31M7b36
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Johnson Public Library Summer Reading 2019 
 

Childrenôs Summer Reading ï Mari Zigas 
Total number of sign ups: 203 

Total number of active participants/completers: 106 
Total number of programs: 74 

Total number of attendees: 1,582 
Highlight: 85 out of the 106 completers of the Summer Reading Club attended our party, which is the highest 

attendance we have had in the eight years Iôve been here.  
 

 

Teen Summer Reading ï Keri Adams 
Total number of sign ups: 111 

Total number of active participants: 85 
Total number of completers: 41 
Total number of programs: 23 

Total number of attendees: 450 
Highlight: The teens who attended were super loyal this year. 64 students attended more than one 

program, 32 attended 5 or more, and 19 attended ten or more programs!  Also, nearly half of the teens 
who participated turned in reading logs which is unprecedented. 

 

 

Adult Summer Reading ï Cathy Folk-Pushee 
200 books read 

19 active participants 
Michelle Mulkeen-raffle winner 
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ADULT PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

Reports by Cathy Folk-Pushee unless otherwise mentioned 
 

Acting for Beginners Workshop, June 3, 10, 17, 24 
This is the second time Teddy Coluca and Tony Lombardi have run this workshop, though it was a shortened 
version this time. It was a fun program. Participants enjoyed it uniqueness and that they could participate in an 
acting workshop without having to go into New York City. Everyone received at least one monologue to 
memorize (mostly) and perform for family and friends on the last day. It was amazing to see how much 
everyone had improved from the first day to the last. Most participants said they were excited to come to the 
longer workshop beginning in September. 
 

Summer Concert Series, Barbie Tatum Soul Fusion, June 8 
Kate Cannarozzi covered this concert for me and she said it was a great experience-the band was excellent, 
people were dancing and all around having a good time. People were even coming out of nearby stores to 
enjoy the music. 
 

Hackensack Creates...Paint with Bob Ross, June 12 
I was a little intimidated at the thought of putting this program on but it went very well. Everyoneôs paintings 
were unique as Bob Ross always makes clear that you can put your happy little tree wherever you want! 
Cleanup was somewhat difficult as the paint was oil based. People enjoyed it so much that I would definitely 
run the program again next year. 
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Cookbook Club, June 17th- Report by Gladys Cepeda 
This monthôs selection was Shaya : An Odyssey of Food, My Journey Back to Israel by Shaya, Alon. We were 
all a little intrigued by this monthôs cookbook; unlike our other cookbooks this one was served as a 
biography/cookbook. Overall we were dissatisfied with the cookbook; we felt the recipes were unnecessarily 
long, and some of the measurements were off as well. The  meeting was attended by 8 patrons (myself included). 
We relished such dishes as Hummus (shortcut), Avocado Toast w/ smoked Whitefish, Israeli Salad, Roasted 
Beets w/ Tahini, Israeli Couscous w/ Summer Vegetables and Caramelized tomato, Momôs Leek Patties, 
Roasted Chicken w/ Harissa, Curried Sweet Potato and Leek Pie, Chocolate Espresso cookies, Stewed 
Strawberries w/ Vanilla Ice Cream, and last but not least Cherry and Pistachio Cookies. 

 
Next months selection is Simple Thai food : classic recipes from the Thai home kitchen by Leela 
Punyaratabandhu. Weôll be meeting Monday July 15th at 7:00pm in the auditorium. 
 

Back School, June 18 
There was low turnout for this program which included someone who came all the way from Brooklyn. 
Unfortunately, he was looking for someone to diagnose a problem he was having. The speaker was very good 
about making it clear he could not do that without a full workup. The speaker also gave plenty of great advice 
on how to prevent back problems and help clear up any minor current issues. 
 

Open Mic Night Featuring The Sketchprovisers, June 27 
Many of our usual performers came back this month since the weather was much better than last month. We 
had a couple new people as well. The Sketchprovisers reading of Shakespearean Back to the Future was fairly 
funny and certainly not something you see every day. 
 

Salsa Line Dance, July 8th 
This was such a fun class! Donay made everyone feel very comfortable and confident enough that no one held 
back as we learned six different salsa steps and combined them into a whole routine.  

 
 
Navesink Brass Outdoor Concert, July 13 
It was a hot steamy day for this concert. We ended up moving the band from the patio to under the tree on the 
Camden Street side of the lawn where at least it was shady. I kept the band well supplied with cold water and 
they handled everything with humor and professionalism. They proceeded to play a great lineup of songs, 
including some such as Queenôs Bohemian Rhapsody and a medley from West Side Story which were reworked 
for a brass ensemble. Paul Eschelbach, the band leader provided interesting and humorous commentary 
throughout. 
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Hackensack Creates...Bath Bombs, July 15 
Bath bombs have been a huge hit whenever we have done them and this program was not an exception. Even 
though I had a video playing and books to look through the participants were so excited about getting their hands 
on the bath bomb ingredients that the two stations I had set up quickly became too crowded. In hindsight I will 
set up more stations and, possibly, have people count off and come up in small groups. 

  
Cookbook Club, July 15th- Report by Gladys Cepeda 
This  months selection was Simple Thai food : classic recipes from the Thai home kitchen by Leela 
Punyaratabandhu. We were all intrigued to try the book out, as it turned out, most of us had never had let alone 
made Thai food. The cookbook was well laid out and the recipes were not overly complicated to make. The main 
concern was whether or not we would be able to find the specific ingredients and were pleasantly surprised by 
the ease in which we found them. The meeting was attended by 6 patrons (myself included). We noshed on 
Glass Noodle Salad, Broiled Eggplant Salad with Shrimp, Chicken-Cashew Stir-fry, Fried Rice (not in book), 
Stuffed Egg Crepes, Fish cakes with Cucumber-peanut relish, Fish in red curry sauce, Bananas in sweet coconut 
cream, Mango & sweet coconut sticky rice, and Toasted-coconut meringue cookies.  

                      
Next month's selection is The steamy kitchen cookbook : 101 Asian recipes simple enough for tonight's dinner 
by Jaden Hai. Weôll be meeting Monday August 12th at 7:00pm in the auditorium. 
 
Open Mic Night Featuring Flavian, July 25 
We had a slightly smaller crowd than I had hoped for this Open Mic Night. Signups for the open mic part of the 
night have been down as well so the featured performer went on a little early. Flavian, however, put on a great 
performance. He isnôt flashy and doesnôt try to be a Vegas-style performer, but his inviting demeanor and 
brain-stumping feats of mind reading had the audience laughing along with oohing and aahing.  

 
 
Cookbook Club, August 12th- Report by Gladys Cepeda 
This monthôs selection was The steamy kitchen cookbook : 101 Asian recipes simple enough for tonight's dinner 
by Jaden Hai. We were all looking forward to trying the cookbook as we all enjoy asian food. The cookbook was 
filled with pictures and so easy to read; ingredients were easy to find as well. We dined on Coconut Rice, Sweet 
and Sour Pineapple (Lychee) Meatballs, Chicken Skewers with Honey and Turmeric, Garlic Butter Noodles, 
Baked Crispy Chicken with Citrus Teriyaki Sauce (two people brought the same dish), Tropical fruit salsa, 
Chinese Sausage with Rice and Sweet Soy Sauce, Crisp Fuji Apple and Crab Salad, Sweet and Sour Chicken.   
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Next month's selection is Cook like a pro by Ina Garten. Weôll be meeting Monday, September 16th at 7:00pm 

in the auditorium. 
 

Individual Assistance 

Computer Skills, Job Search, and Inspect Your Gadget:  
 Genesis Jais, Catherine Folk-Pushee, Laurie Meeske 

 Total Attendance for June: 30 
Cathy-8-Resume/Cover Letter, 5-Excel, 4-Word, 2-Job Search, 4-Basic, 7-Business plans, airline 
tickets online, google slides, updating personal website 

Highlight: I gave two classes in Excel to a woman this month who wanted to brush up on her skills so she 

could be a more desirable job candidate. She called me toward the end of the month to say she got a job! She 
will be working full-time at a job in her field starting the second week in July. 
 

Total Attendance for July: 26 

Excel=6, PowerPoint=2, Word=6, job search=3, basics=1, email=3, other=5 (Google Drive, finding 
legal forms online, computer maintenance, Meetup, Facebook) 
Highlight: This month a particularly interesting session involved a gentleman whose goal was to find 
real estate investors for a vacation rental property he is planning on building in the Dominican 
Republic. I introduced him to Meetup as a potential source for finding and communicating with the 
people he needed to get his business off the ground. It turns out there were quite a few appropriate 
groups to be found on Meetup and he called later in the month to let me know that he had already 
attended a couple of events that yielded some potential interest in his project. 
 

 Total Attendance for August: 20 
 

 

English Conversation, Computer Assistance in Spanish and English, and 
Bilingual Outreach  

Michelle Ferreira, Bilingual Library Associate 
  
June: 
Spanish Computer class - 8 people 
2 people needed help filling out their application for college. Both of them did not know that they could apply 
undecided.  
3 people needed help with their resume. One needed help with their resume starting from scratch.  
3 people are coming in for computer classes. One person brings in his computer.  The other two practice with 
the library computer.  All three people want to learn how to navigate the internet 
 

Citizenship mock interview - 6 people total 
2 of those people passed their citizenship interview 
Other people 4 people are practicing for their upcoming interview.  
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Highlight: Two people from the ESL class came to me this month asking if I knew anyone who was hiring. I 
told them that there are many places around here that are looking for people.  I recommended that they go 
local businesses. They both got hired and are now training for their new job.  
 

July: 

Spanish Computer class - 9 people  
English Computer class - 1 person  
Citizenship mock interview ï 4 
 
 
August: 

 
Resume Building - 2 people 
Navigate the internet, create an email and get familiar with personal computer - 3 people 
Assist filling out a disability form online. ï 1 person 
Citizenship Mock Interviews - 7 people 

 

Highlight: Two people passed the citizenship test. Both had been coming to citizenship class and 
one on ones. Five people have the interviews coming next month. 
 

Young Adult Highlights 

Keri Adams, YA Librarian, Head of Periodicals 

June: 
Young Adult Attendance: 8 

Outreach to Schools:  900 
 

YA Books for Adult Readers Book Club: 6/1/19 - Stay Sweet by Siobhan Vivian - 9 

 
 

The focus of June was getting ready for summer reading.  Over three days I visited Hackensack 
Middle School and gave 27(!) presentations on our summer reading program to the 6th, 7th and 8th 
graders.  The newly designed brochure that Liz and I created was a big hit.  The teens seemed most 
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excited about Smash Bros., Anime Fanclub and the Bowling Trip.  As of the end of June, we have 
more than 60 teens registered, a number of whom I know from previous summers, Teen Tuesday 
events and Booktalks.  We always get a large number of sign ups in the first week or two of the 
program as well, so we are expecting a large turnout this year. 
 

We also had our volunteer training which only attracted 4 students this year.  We fortunately 
structured our program this year in a way that does not expressly require the typical number we 
usually have (12-15), but we will make changes to the application process next year in the hope of 
attracting more students. 
 
 

July: 
Young Adult Attendance: 274 
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This yearôs Teen Summer Reading Program has been a huge hit!  We have 103 students registered 
and 74 different students have attended at least one program.  They have definitely enjoyed 
themselves as 56 students have returned for more - on average, they have attended between 3-4 
programs and some have even attended 10 or 12.  We knew we were in for a big summer when 39 
teenagers showed up just to play UNO! 
 

Other highlights: 
¶ Three Marvel Themed Escape Room sessions where each team managed to break out! 
¶ A new event, YA Gameshow, where teams had to dig for answers to trivia questions, play 

Name That Tune, and come up with the best Family Feud answers.   
¶ A Robot Coding workshop facilitated by Fairleigh Dickinson student, Gabriel Bernal 
¶ A Booktalk event and Skype visit with author Lamar Giles, where students checked out 71 

books (of 92 available!) 
 

August: 
Young Adult Attendance: 176 

 

 
 


